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(Submitted 'by Defendants). 

AMENDED CONSTITUTION OF THE - 
14fi SENECA NATION OF INDIAf^S 

OF 1893 

Made and adopted in convention assembled, 
duly called and organized in accordance with the 
provisions of iflie constitution of the said nation, 
y^„ convened at the council house at Cold Spring on 
the Allegany Eeservation; and also at the court 
house on the Cattaraugus Reservation, on the 15th 
day of November, 1898. 

We, The people of the Seneca Nation of In- 
dians, residing on the Cattaraugus, Allegany, and 
.148 Oil Spring Reservations, in the State of New- 
York, grateful to Almighty God for our national 
preservation, growth, and prosperity, for the free- 
dom and manifold blessings heretofore by us en- 
joyed, honoring the traditions of our nation, trust- 
ing in the present, with confidence in the future 

149 advancement and better condition of our race, and 
desiring greater enlightenment in order to per- 
petuate our national relations, to provide for our- 
selves greater safeguards in pursuit of life, lib- 
erty, and happiness, and to bring ourselves, as a 
nation, to as high a plain intellectually, socially, 

150 and morally as possible, do make, adopt, and es- 
taWish the following constitution: 

Section 1. Our government shall have a legis- 
lative, executive, and judiciary department. 

Section 2. The legisla,tive power shall be vested 
in a council of sixteen mem'bers, who shall be 
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called the councillors of the Seneca Nation of In- 151 
dians, of whom eight shall he elected every two 
years for the CattaraugTis and eight for the Al- 
legany .Reservation. 
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The first election under this constitution shall 
be held on the first Tuesday of November, 1899, 
and thereafter on the first Tuesday of November 
every second year. 

Ten of said councillors when assembled in ses- 
sion regularly organized shall constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business. 

In all appropriations of public money an af- 
firmative vote of at least ten of the whole num- 
,ber elected shall be necessary. It shall not be law- 
ful for the council to make appropriations of pub- 
lic money in any one year exceeding the sum of 
the aggregate revenue of that year ; but the coun- 
cil shall make appropriations of public money to 
carry on the government in extraordinary cases 
for the welfare of the nation. 

In case of a vacancy in the office of president, 
the council shall choose from their number a presi- 
dent, who shall hold office until his successor shall 155 
be duly elected and shall have qualified. In case 
of absence of the president, the council shall 
choose from their number a presiding officer pro 
tempore. 

The council sihall have the power of impeach- 
ment, by a vote of the majority of all the mem- 



154 



32 



Amended Constitution of the Seneca Nation of 
Indians of 1898 • 

156 bers elected-. The court for the trial of an im- 
peachment shall be composed of the president and 
the council, or a majority of them, in all oases ex- 
cept in that of the trial of the president; in that 
case, the court for the trial of impeachments sihall 
be oomposed of at leasit a majority of the coun- 

157 cil and of the surrogates of tihe nation. 

Section 3. The executive power shall be vested 
in a president, whose duty it shall be at all times 
to preside over the deliberations of the council,' 
having a casting vote therein. 

J eg The president shall from time to time give to 
the council information of the state of the nation, 
and recommend to their consideration such meas- 
ures as he shall judge necessary and expedient, 
not inconsistent with the true spirit and intent 
of the laws of the Seneca Nation. It shall be his 
duty to see that the laws applicable to the nation 
are faithfully executed. He shall have power to 
fill all vacancies by appointment that shall occur, 
either by death, resignation, or impeachment of 
any of the officers of the nation. Such appointees 
shall hold office until their successors are elected 
and duly qualified. 

The president shall have the power of veto. 
Every resolution or other measure passed by the 
council carrying with it any appropriation out of 
the funds of the nation, before it becomes opera- 
tive, shall be presented to the president for his 
approval or objection; if he approves, he shall 
sign it; but if not, he shall return it to the council 
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with 'his objections in Avriting. The objections 161 
shall be entered at large on the minutes of the 
olex'k; after which tiho same may become opera- 
tive and binding on the nation only by a second 
ipassage of the same by not less than twelve votes 
of the council.. In all' such oases, the name of each 
member voting shall be entered in the journal of 162 
the proceedings of the council. 

Section 4. The judiciary power shall be vested 
in courts to be known by the name of peace- 
makers and surrogate's courts. The peace- 
makers court shall be composed of three members j g 3 
each, onfe court to be established upon the Catta- 
raugus and the other upon the Allegany Reserva- 
tion. The members of each to be elected from the 
residents of the respective reservations on the 
first Tuesday of November, 1899. The term of 
.office of said peace-makers and for each of their ^„. 
successors thereafter shall be two years. Peace- 
makers courts shall have exclusive jurisdiction in 
all civil causes arising between individual Indians 
residing on said reservations, efxcept those which 
the surrogates courts have jurisdiction of. The 
forms of process and proceedings in said courts 
shall be such as is prescribed by law. The said 
peace-makers courts shall have jurisdiction to 
grant divorces as between Indians residing on the 
said reservations. Any two of the peace-makers 
on either of the said reservations shall have the 
power to hold courts and discharge all the duties 
of peace-makers court. All determinations and 
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166 decisions of this court shall be subject t® appeal 
to the council; such appeal to be heard by at least 
a quorum of the council. All cases of appeal shall 
be decided by the council upon t)he evidence taken 
in peace-makers court. In every case on appeal, 

■ it shall be the duty of the peaoe-onakers before 

167 whom the action or proceeding was had to certify 
the evidence in the cases taken before them to the 
council, in the same manner as justices of the 
peace are required on questions of appeal of law. 
The council shall then decide the case upon the 
evidence so certified, and the decision of the coun- 

168 oil shall be final between the parties. Upon the 
hearing either party in interest shall have the 
right to appear in person or by counsel and argue 
the merits of the case. In every action in peace- 
makers court, such action shall be brought in the 
name of the real party in interest. 

169 The surrogate's court shall be composed of one 
person for each the Allegany and the oi^ttaraugus 
Reservation, to be elected from the residents of 
the respective reservations at the next annual 
election after the adoption of this constitution. 
They shall hold their office for the term of two 

ITO years, and be elected every two years thereafter. 
They shall be known as surrogates, and shall have 
jurisdiction of all matters on each reservation for 
which they are respectively elected, the same as 
surrogates of the different counties of the State of 
New York have, and the form, process and pro- 
ceedings now adopted and in force among the sur- 
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rogates of New York State shall be the forms, 171 
process, and proceedings in use and to be adopted 
in the courts hereby created, with the right of 
appeal from all decisions and determinations by 
said courts to the council of the Seneca Nation, 
the same as from peace-makers court. 

Section 5. The power of making treaties shall 
be vested in the council, subject to the approval of 
at least three-fourths of the legal voters and the 
consent of three-fourths of the mothers of the na- 
tion. 

Section 6. There shall be a clerk and a treas- 173 
urer of the nation; the rights, duties, and liabili- 
ties of sucth shall be as defined by law. 

Section 7. There sihall be two marshals for the 
nation; one shall reside on the Cattaraugus and 
\- one on the Allegany Reservation. The riglhts, 
duties, and liabilities of eadh shall be as defined 174 
by law. 

Section 8. The council may provide for the 
election of highway commissioners, overseers of 
the poor, assessors, and policemen for each of the 
said reservations, their duties to be defiijied by 
law. 

Section 9. All officers of the nation named in 
this constitution shall be elected biennially for the 
term of two years. All officers of the nation named 
in this constitution may be impeached or removed 
for such cause as is recognized by law, in such 
manner and form as is prescribed by this consti- 
tution. 
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I'^fi Section 10. Every male Indian of the Seneca 
■Nation, of the age of twenty-one years and up- 
ward, residing upon either of the rewervations of 
the nation, and who shall not have been convicted 
of a felony, shall be competent to vote at all elec- 
tions and meetings of the electors of the nation, 

17" and shall be eligible to any office in the gift of the 
people of the nation. 

Section 11. The comjjensation of all officers of 
the nation named in this constitution shall be such 
as prescribed by law, and the salaries shall not be 
increased or diminished during their term of of- 
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Section 12. The council shall meet annually on 

the first Tuesday of December of each and every 

year. The president shall have power to convene 

the council in extra session as often as the inter- 

1 70 ests of the nation in his judgment requires. 

Section 13. The council shall have power to 
make laws not inconsistent with the laws of the 
Constitution of the United States, or of the State 
of New York, or of this constitution; 

Section 14. The laws and regulations hereto- 
fore made and adopted by the council and not 
inconsistent with this constitmtion shall continue 
,\ in full force and effect as heretofore until re- 
I>ealed or amended, to the extent and in the man- 
ner as the council shall deem lawful and proper. 

Section 15. The present officers of the nation 
< shall hold their offices, respectively, until the first 
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Tuesday of November, 1899, or until others are 181 
elected in their places in aocordanioe with the 
terms of this constitution, unless renaoved for 
cause. 
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Section 1(^. It shall be lawful for the council, 
in their discretion, by at least a quorum vote, to 
appoint a committee of three of revision of the 
constitution. The duty of the committee shall be, 
on ten days' notice of their appointment, to pre- 
I"/are amendments or alterations of the constitu- 
tion as in their judgmient seems necessary and 
proper, and to report the constitution as amended 
to the council. It shall be the duty of the council 
to submit the same to the electors of the nation 
for their approvnl or rejection, to be determined 
by a majority vote of the qualified electors at a 
meeting called for that purpose on the Oattarau- 
gus and Allegany lleservations, respectively; the 
.said, meetings or elections to be held on the same ^8* 
ilay. In case the proposed amendments of the 
committee are rejected, no action shaU be taken 
by the council or the electors relative to amend- 
ing this constitution Avithin one year from the 
date of said meeting and rejection, 

185 



